Using Audacity in the Classroom

Making the most of those nuisance iPods- Giving feedback to
students using Audacity and saving as Mp3 files

What is Audacity?

Audacity is a free downloadable program which enables you to record sound bites and
save them in the compressed MP3 format. Students can then make use of their iPods to
copy and listen to the file. Additionally, any computer has a default program like
Windows Media Player which will play the sound bite, with or without headphones. The
headphones help eliminate outside noises. Mp3 format means that the sound bite is
compatible with both PC or Mac computers.

How can this help me as a teacher?

e | can record responses to students’ work when | want to, at home or work, as long
as | have a headset and the program installed.

e In annotating their own essays students are forced to listen to, and then note down,
the areas where correction is needed. Students are expected to make corrections,
reprint their paper and hand in both an annotated copy and the final, proving they
have listened to and made use of the file.

e When you speak for 10 minutes you can say so much more than you ever write on
a paper.

e Students can record orals which makes it ideal for foreign language teachers and
students can listen to orals.

e Music students can record samples as long as they have a microphone.

What appeal does Audacity have for students?

¢ Kids use their iPods all the time and they really like this approach.

e You get to hook into a technology with which many kids are familiar.

e Students get a chance to listen to a sound bite several times to extract all
information they need.

e Students can also make recordings for homework.

e This method appeals to students with different learning styles

How does one get started?

Audacity is a freely available program from the internet. Once you have installed the
program you must also make sure you download the LAME Mp3 encoder . What this
does is enable the files to be compressed and then they can also be opened by any
computer, with or without the Audacity program. The compressed file also means you
can send a file, up to 9 minutes in length, as an email attachment.
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Finding the program:
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Web Results 1- 10 of about 10,300,000 for audacity [definition]. (0.17 seconds)

Audacity Free Audio Editor and Recorder

Afree, open source software for recording and editing sounds in Linu, Mac OS5 X,
and other operating systerns.

audacity sourceforge.net/- 10k - Cached - Similar pages

Download Audacity 1.2.6 Help

Download Audacity 1.3.3 Screenshots

Download Mew festures in Audacity 1.3
About Mac 0S4 7%

Mare results from sourceforgenet »

Audacity: Dovenload

Ityou wish to compile Audacity yourself, download the source code. You may
maodify, distribute, and sell Audacity under the GHNU GPL. ...

audacity. sourceforge.net'downloadi- 10k - Cached - Similar pages

SourceForie net Audacity

Project UNIX name : audacity; Registered : 2000-05-28 15:48; Activity Percentile
(lastweek) : 89.93; View project activity statistics ...
sourcetorge.netiprojectsaudacityl - 41k- Cached - Similar pages

Audacity - Reviews and free Audacity downloads at Downlgad.com
Audacity - Edit your digital audio files. - Review and free download at
Download.com.

sy, dovenload . comi3000-2170_4-10606824.html - G7K - C

- Similar pages

Audacity - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

In computing, Audacity is a digital audio editor application. Audacity is cross-
platfarm, using the wiadidgets software library to provide a similar .
enwikipedia.orghwikilAudacity - 32k - Cached - Similar pages

Audacity, nc

Audacity, Inc. pravides janitorial services to homes and businesses in the Seattle,
WA rnetro area.

wewrw adacity.comd - Bk - Cached - Similar pages

Copy this URL to link to a download for a copy of the LAME MP3 encoder:
http://www.gaclrecords.org.uk/lame_enc.dll

Once Downloaded
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Open Audacity from your computer.
Plug in the earphones, making sure you use the right connections. Follow through with
these instructions (designed for the non-techs) you will be ready to go.
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Check that the sound will work. You have to go into the control panel and make sure the
adjustments are correct.
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Under Audio just make sure the right sound device is selected.
Note that the sound recording and playback are on the correct setting: Realtek in this

case.

Sounds and Audio Devices Properties E]
Volume Sounds | Audio \ Yoice | Hardware
Sound playback
@ Default device:
7' [Reshek ACT7 Audo v|
[ Wolume. .. ] [ Advanced... J
Sound recording
f Default device:
1 o vl

Wolume...

MIDI music playback
% Default device:
2 |

Microsaft GS Wavetabls 5% Synth v |
[ Yolume... J [ About.. ]
[] Use only default devices

Right click the volume control on bottom right of your screen to opening volume control

[P AT R P AL L [i]
Adjust Audio Properties —

Page:3 of 4 | Words:496 | & |

i g 3
g Start s 9 @ : 3 (1 unread) Yahootstr,.. gﬁun:lacit';.-' Instruckions. .. B Inbax - Microsaft Guk, .,

Now open Properties under Options

& Volume Control

5% Sunth CD Flaver
Exit Balahce: B alance: Balance: Balance:
& —J 463 4 06-J 46 ¢
Yalume: Walurme: Walume: Wolune: Wolurme:
L T T
[ ] Mute all [] Mute [ Mute [ ] Mute [ Mute
Realtek AC97 Audio

Make sure that when Recording is selected that the microphone also checked, then OK.
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1 Volume Control

Properties

Mirer device: | Realtek ACST Audio ~|

Adjuzt volurme for
() Playback
(%) Recarding

DOther

Show the following volume controls:

] Mane Mix A
] Stereo Mix
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CO Player
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Open Audacity and you will be greeted with this:

= Audacity
File Edit View Project Generate Effect Analyze Help
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Project rle: 44100 | |Cursor: 0:00.000000 min:sec [Snap-To Off]

Check the recording and playback levels-moving the sliding bars¥ighex or lower.
Put on your earphones with microphone.

Then press RECORD and start talking. While you are talking you will see the sound
levels move so you will know you are recording.

It is best to select PAUSE if you wish to stop part way. Then PAUSE again to restart.
If you select STOP and RECORD again you will be recording on a new track.
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This can get confusing. | usually do one track only and pause as required. Try to keep
your recording down to 9 minutes if you want to send files by email. Most email servers
have a 10MB limit. My suggestion is not to go over 8mins for the first file. You can
always stop and create a second file.

Save MP3 File As:
Savein: |lﬂ Gardrer _V_j = % BB
= (5 YujenCharlesMinhsu @ 1TungSpencer.mp3 E 25ewanitogisha.mp3 @ ]
@ E 1Aasample.mp3 1WongTanya.mp3 @Z‘l’a‘gﬂaﬁ&v.mpﬁ E? A
MyRecent [ 1Changhshley.mp3 [ zBalaniPocia.mp3 @ zvehudrey.mp3 @
Documents @ ) hangJoyce.mp3 [@ 2chen Justin.mps @ zverely.mp3 @
@ (@ 1hin Winrie.mp3 [@ 2cho Bleen.mp3 [ 3Chen Tany.mp3 @:
[ 1cheizane.mp3 2ChowKeHuan.mp3 @ srukuharaMemimps (R
Desklop 1@ 1 choMinhsu.mp3 @ 2chuamichael.mp3 @ sHolisa.mp3 @:
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s [ 10 Jimmy.mp3 [ zHsutharles.mp3 @ 31uDebra.mp3 @
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= (2 1Lawinston.mp3 [ liangthis.mp3 (% 3Maranghalin.mp3 @:
[ 1Luimichael.mp3 2LiEric.mp3 @ 3paosean.mp3 -
MG [ 1LuiPatrick.mp3 [ 2Loujackie.mp3 @ 3schwartz.mp3
W Carmputer ;
E 1MehrotraSaheela.mp3 EZM Yoko.mp3 @ 3TingEsther.mp3
0 < >
" 4 -

Myplrlazt;vsmk File name: |.mp3 J M

Save astype:  |MP2files [“mp3) - Cancel

When finished I play the first few seconds to make sure it sounds OK. Finally | SAVE

the file. Here | EXPORT TO MP3.

£ fudacity
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Export Mulkiple

Page Setup...
Print...

Preferences...

Exit

Save Project As..,

Export As WAV,
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B Froject rate: 44100

i
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e Chrl+M

Qpen. .. Chrl+0 n [ ] »I
Close Chrl+ r _/ / /
Save Project Chrl+5

1 &s MP3,,,
Yorbis, .,

Chrl+P

| |Cur30r: 0:00.000000 min:sec  [Snap-To Off]

At this point | either save to the likes of the student server for students to pick up
themselves OR | email. It does take a few minutes for each file to spool as it is being
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uploaded so I usually go on with the next student while the previous one is being
uploaded. This minimizes time delay.

Once students have copied and pasted the file to either their thumb drive or iPod they can
play it anytime. These files can be played with the default program on their
computers(Windows Media Player etc ).

Earphones are really helpful for the students because they can listen to the sound bite and
blank out any other noise.

You can use Audacity and save in a WAV format BUT this means

a. The files will be very large
b. You really can’t send them over email
C. Students must have the Audacity program loaded to play the file.

When students receive files or retrieve them from the central file they are expected to
listen to them several times. | get the students to annotate a paper copy of their essay/task
with the comments | have made and show me the evidence of having listened to the file.
Then students make the alterations before submitting the revised essay/task.

What you say on the file depends on your needs. | like to read aloud student work and
add the comments as | go. This is also useful because students can hear problems in
punctuation when another person reads their work.

Discussion:
What other experiences have teachers had with this type of learning?

What other programs are available of the same type?

How could you use Audacity in your program?

What other uses do you see for Audacity in the classroom?
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